Chromosomes and the gynecologist.
Recent advances in cytogenetic techniques made a valuable contribution toward the modern practice of obstetrics and gynecology. The state of the art regarding the application of these techniques is reviewed in the following areas: the clinical features related to the various sex and autosomal chromosomal anomalies, the cytogenetics of gynecologic malignancies, the chromosomal analysis of spontaneous abortion and of parents with habitual abortions. Chromosome studies in male infertility revealed abnormalities in 11.5 per cent of 69 patients with azoospermia and 9.1 per cent of 165 patients with oligospermia. Among 77 patients with primary amenorrhea, 27.3 per cent revealed chromosomal abnormalities compared to 3.8 per cent in 103 patients with secondary amenorrhea. The term "ovotesticular dysgenesis" is used for the first time in the literature to describe a specific histologic type of streak gonad which contains ovarian stroma and dysgenetic testicular tubules.